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RESIDENT AND BUSINESS SURVEY  
Upper Merion Township-Wide 

Bike/Pedestrian Network Feasibility Study 

 
How many people live in your home, related or un related to you, including yourself?    
 
Are you a household or business? (circle) 
 
What is your zip code?     
 
1. Presently, do you or anyone in your household or workplace, participate in any of the 

following activities in Upper Merion Township? (check all that apply) 
   
   More than   Less than                   Between 5 and         
  Activity 10 times/ month         5 times/month            10 times/ month     Never  
 
  Run or jog      o  o    o    o  
  Bike or walk to shopping  o   o   o    o  
  Bike or walk to school  
      or religious services              o    o   o    o  
  Bike or walk to public  
      transportation or institutions  o    o   o    o  
  Bike or walk to work                 o     o   o    o  
  Bike, hike or  
     walk recreationally                o     o   o    o  
  Horseback ride o    o   o    o 
  Cross Country Ski (in season)   o    o   o   o  
  Partake in nature walks o    o  o                         o 
  Other     o    o  o                         o 
            
    
2. In general, how do you or your household or business find it getting to places in and around 

the Township by bike or walking?  
o  Easy                                            o Somewhat easy                o Not easy  
     

3.  In your opinion, should access to the Schuykill River or its tributaries be improved? 
 o Yes o No 
 3a. If yes, what type of improvements should be made? 
 ______________________________      

3b. If yes, where should additional access sites or connections be made or be provided?             
___________      
 

4. If pedestrian walking and biking access were improved, would you, or your household or 
business be more inclined to use the new connections? 

 o  Yes  o No 
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5.  If a pedestrian walking and biking access were improved, would you use your car less often? 
 o  Yes  o No  o  Not sure 
 
 
6. If community connections or links were improved, in which activities would you or your 

household or business participate? 
 o  Bike or walk to public transportation o Cross country ski    
 o  Bike or walk to work  o Nature walks 
 o  Run or jog  o Horseback ride 
 o  Bike, hike, or walk recreationally o other      
 
7.  Check off what features or connections are of the most interest and/or importance to you? 
o   Natural areas o   Parks  
o Rivers and streams  o   Cemeteries  

 o   Library or other community places o   Shopping centers                
 o   Religious services or schools o   Visiting neighbors and other people 
o Transportation centers/stops  o   Recreation areas/centers 
o Town centers                               o   other     
                    

10. What concerns/ issues might you have if more pedestrian biking and walking path connections         
were to be created in Upper Merion Township? 
o    Access to the trails or paths                      
o Increased volume of outsiders 
o Increased volume of bicycle/pedestrian traffic 
o Safety/risk of accidents    
o More crime  
o Trespassing 
o More trash                                            
o Degraded quality of the natural areas 
o Land erosion                                      
o Noise    
o Increase in property owner responsibility 
o other          
        

 
11. Would you be willing to financially support capital improvements to increase access  

 and recreational opportunities throughout the Township? 
 Increase taxes o Yes o No 
 Permits and/or user fees o Yes  o No 
  

12. Please check off one box indicating your level of interest in following the progress of the Upper 
Merion Township-Wide Bike/ Pedestrian Path System Study. 
o 1   great interest - want to attend and participate in public meetings, receive written updates 
o 2   some interest – would like to attend some meetings and possibly receives written updates  
o 3   interested – would only like to receive written updates   
o 4   somewhat interested- only interested in knowing if it affects my property or neighborhood    
o 5   no interest 
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13. Please list your major destination points within the Township, and the corridor(s) or route(s) you 

currently travel, or would like to travel.  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

14. Do you have any additional comments regarding the future of a Township-wide bike and 
pedestrian path system?  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

15. Do you want to be placed on our mailing or emailing list for updates and public meeting notices 
regarding the Township’s bike and pedestrian path system?  
o Yes                            o No 
 

16.  If yes, what is your name, mailing address, and email address? (optional)  
      
      
      

 
 
 
Please fill this out return this survey questionnaire and mail back to  David Broida, 
Executive Director, Parks and Recreation Department, Upper Merion Township, 175 W. 
Valley Forge Road, King of Prussia, PA 19406, no later than  August 03, 2004.   
 
Thank you! 
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B. Resident and Business Survey Results 



1 person 0
2 people 8
3 people 3
4 people 8
5 people 0
6 people 1
No response 4

Household 22
Business 0
No response 2

19087 3
19405 1
19406 6
19428 10
No response 4

Activity Never No response

Run or Jog 9 3
Bike or walk to shopping 13 6
Bike or walk to school or religious 15 7
Bike or walk to public transport 15 7
Bike or walk to work 15 6
Bike, hike or walk recreationally 3 2
Horeseback ride 16 7
Cross country ski (in season) 16 7
Partake in nature walks 8 4
Other:
Rollerblading

2. In general, how do you or your household or business find it getting to places in and around the Township
    by bike or walking?

Easy 3
2

18
No response 1

RESIDENT AND BUSINESS SURVEY

Somewhat easy
Not easy

BIKE/PEDESTRIAN PATH SYSTEM STUDY
UPPER MERION TOWNSHIP - WIDE

2

1

2

2

1

5

5
2
2
1

How many people live in your home, related or unrelated to you, including yourself?

Are you a household or business?

What is your zip code?

     activities in Upper Merion Township? (check all that apply)
1.  Presently, do you or anyone in your household or workplace, participate in any of the following

< 5 x month
8 22

> 10 x month  5 to 10 x month

4
1
6

1
12



3. In your opinion, should access to the Schuylkill River on its tributaries be improved?

Yes 17
No 4
No response 3

     A)  If yes, what type of improvements should be made?

     Comments:

     We need full township line to park riverfront access.

    Access to the river from multiple locations instead of just the boat house area, a thruway connecting downtown Bridgeport to 

Should be accessible by bike. 

Dedicated path from neighbor to major trails.

A bike path to the Schuylkill River.

Trails and safe crossings

It is treacherous to bike/walk to the Valley Forge bike path. Any improvements would be welcomed

Trails or walking paths

Safe routes via bike/walk to river access to the Schuylkill River Trail

Walking/biking paths would be well used, if there were various, well-marked access points in the township. 

Communicated more - currently unaware  of where those access points are.

Some walking/biking paths from South of King of Prussia

B) If yes, where should additional access sites or connections be made or provided?

Comments:

Connection to Chester Valley Trail, access at Heuser Park and at Abrams Railroad crossing.

Township building, farm, Valley Forge Shopping Center via Henderson Road
Heuser Park and King of Prussia Corporate Center (via abandoned rail path)

Several Upper Merion locations, including the Wayne elements of the township

Allendale to Valley Forge

Need a safe way to cross South Gulph Road.

Bike lane on Ballimingo Lane to get to bike

Conshohocken

King of Prussia

Yes 20
No 3
No response 1

Yes 15
No 5
Not sure 4

Bike/walk access

be more inclined to use the new connections?

5.  If a pedestrian walking and biking access were improved, would you use your car less often?

Whitegate

4. If pedestrians walking and biking access were improved, would you or your household or business 

    Valley Forge Park.



Bike or walk to public transportation 8
Bike or walk to work 4
Run or jog 9
Bike, hike, or walk recreationally 19
Cross country ski 3
Nature walks 14
Horeseback ride 2
Other:
Rollerblading 1
Bike to run errands 1
No need for improvements 2

Parks
Cemetaries

No need for improvements

More crime

9. Would you be willing to financially support capital improvements to increase access

Yes No
13 8

Permits and/or user fees 13 8

9
More trash

4
4
6

Visiting neighbors and other people
Recreation areas/centers

Wildlife

Increase taxes

Land erosion
Noise
Increase in property owner responsibility
Other:

Safety/risk of accidents

Trespassing

Natural areas 16

1
1

Rivers and streams
Library or other community places
Religious services or schools
Transportation centers/stops
Town centers

Shopping centers

Degraded quality of the natural areas

Increased volume of outsiders
Increased volume of bicycle/pedestrian traffic

16
6
5

13
6
6
8

Other:

8. What concerns/issues might you have if more pedestrian biking and walking path connections
    were to be created by Upper Merion Township?

Access to the trails or paths

2

8
11
9

8
4

17
0

    or business participate?
6. If community connections or links were improved, in which activities would you or your household

13
11
5

7. Check off what features or connections are of the most interest and/or importance to you?

    and recreational opportunities throughout the Township?

Increasing number of pets and pet litters



14
4
4
1
1

Sentry Lane/Wayne to Chester Valley Trail and Schuylkill River, to Lockheed Martin

Valley Forge Trail from the area of the Township

Adams Road to the Washington Park (Valley Forge Park) area, to the shopping centers Court, Plaza and Valley Forge and to Moore Road

Croton Road, King of Prussia Road, Warner Road, North and South Gulph Road, Church Road,

Bike access on the west side of the Schuylkill River (i.e. River Road, Swedeland Park, West Conshohocken)

Connection to the Chester County Trail 

Link to Valley Forge Road and the Schuylkill Trail

Norristown Transportation Center

Court, Plaza and Valley Forge Shopping Center

Upper Merion Township Building and Norview Farm

Great Interest

Mall, Grocery Stores, Transportation Centers

Interested
Some Interest

10. Please check off one box indicating your level of interest in following the progress of 
      the Upper Merion Township - Wide Bike/Pedestrian Path System Study.

Valley Forge Park, riverfront

Bridgeport to Norristown down the river trail to Conshohocken, Valley Forge Park and around Upper Merion Township

Henderson Road, Allendale Road

      route(s) you currently travel, or would like to travel.
11. Please list your major destination points within the Township and the corridor(s) 

King of Prussia to Valley Forge

No interest
Somewhat interested 

Valley Forge Road

Garrison Way to Arden Road to Gulph over SR 202

Bike paths to Perkiomen and to Chester County

Malls and restaurants, library

Schuylkill River Trail, Valley Forge Park, Conshohocken, King of Prussia Mall

Caley Road Elementary School, Upper Merion Middle School, Parks, Neighbors

Bob White Park area and Executive Estate Parks

Garrison Way to Lantern Lane 

Henderson Road Shopping Center to S. Gulph to Henderson Road

Library, Township Buildings

Valley Forge Park to Warner Road to Schuylkill River Trail

King of Prussia Mall

Gulph Mills to Philadelphia



Yes 19
No 2
No Response 3

13. Do you want to be placed on our mailing or emailing list for updates and public meeting
      notices regarding the Township's Bike/Pedestrian Path System?

The path should be wide enough for pedestrians and bikes, paved and have none scenic surroundings.

No need for improvements.

      Bike/Pedestrian Path System?
12. Do you have any additional comments regarding the future of a Township - Wide 

Although a plan is good, we should be prepared to move piecemeal as opportunities arise.

Any pedestrian/bike trail system should be paved (instead of gravel) for best all-around use by multiple users.

The paths have to be separated from roadways and require few no crossing of traffic. 

Each time you need to stop to cross a busy intersection, or have to share a road with vehicles, it will adversely

affect user-friendliness. Also, all areas of the township need sidewalks preferably on both sides of the street.

There should be no exceptions permitted.

"More is better" and "sooner is better". Some trails can start as packed gravel and be paved later.

Hopefully it will become reality!

It is a great project. Hopefully some changes start soon.

Would be a great asset to the community.

Restrooms should be build at logical intervals.

Will the path system be maintained?

It is a great idea!

It is a wonderful idea especially for people who like to bike and hike.

Gulph Mills seems isolated - I hate fighting the traffic on S. Gulph and Henderson Road.

Between Garrison Way and Lantern Lane cost/benefit does not seem justified.

Access points are critical. The township is cut in half by SR 202, I 76 and I 276. Lets make sure all township 

residents have access. Loading bikes on the car and driving to the path defeats the purpose.

Converting abandoned raillines into bike and pedestrian trails. Dedicated paths for bikes and pedestrians.

rubberized surface etc.

I would like to see the path between Garrison Way and Lantern Lane be kept natural - no pavement, 
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C. Ownership, Management and Liability/Pennsylvania Landowner 

Liability Act 
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A. Final Study Results Discussion 
 
Upper Merion Township Parks and Recreation made the July 2005 DRAFT Township-Wide Pedestrian and 
Bicycle Network Study available to its citizens, organizations, and the Upper Merion Township Board of 
Supervisors.  Comments were received.  This section outlines key concerns raised by individuals and provides 
any necessary responses to these concerns. Since the completion of the July 2005 Draft Report the following 
tasks were undertaken: 
 

• UMT and the consultants met with Valley Forge National Historical Park’s Chief of Planning to gather 
comments 

• The July 2005 Draft Report was made available for public review 
• The consultants presented the July 2005 Draft Report findings to the Upper Merion Township Board of 

Supervisors, including prioritized routes and their associated construction costs 
• The consultants updated generalized costs for non-priority segments of the entire network 
• The consultants updated the maintenance and expense section to include the entire network 
• The consultants updated the maps and report to reflect the above 

 
Valley Forge National Historical Park (VFNHP) 
Meeting Date: August 1, 2005  
 
Attendees: Deirdre Gibson (Chief of Planning VFNHP), David Broida (UMT), Robert Thomas (CTC), Benjamin 
Beckwith (CTC) 
 
Valley Forge NHP is currently reviewing their own Draft Report of the General Management Plan / 
Environmental Impact Statement.  A new conceptual plan for transportation and trail systems is included in this 
report.  The report is scheduled to be presented to the public in the Spring of 2006. The following items were 
discussed: 
 
Overall: Valley Forge NHP’s concept is to close Gulph Road to vehicular traffic within the boundaries of the 
park. SR 23 and SR253 would remain open, but the intention is to reduce noise in the park by closing off the 
interior of the park to vehicles and providing access by shuttle.  Parking spaces will be removed from various 
parking lots and landscape will be restored.  Archeological requirements are the largest consideration and 
obstacle to be overcome before construction can begin within park boundaries.  
 
Gulph Road Bicycle Route: The July 2005 DRAFT Township-Wide Pedestrian and Bicycle Network 
Study called for Gulph Road to become a Bicycle Route within the boundaries of the park. Valley Forge NHP 
believes that this could be a viable proposal. North Gulph Road’s right-of-way will be abandoned due to the 
reconstruction of the Schuylkill River Crossing Project and can also be used as a bike path, but will need to 
maintain vehicular access to a ranger station. 
 
Valley Forge NHP Connection: The July 2005 DRAFT Township-Wide Pedestrian and Bicycle Network 
Study called for a connection to Valley Forge NHP from Tredyffirn Township via the SR252 corridor.  Valley 
Forge NHP does not support this concept as a good bicycle/pedestrian connection to the Park.  Rather, the park 
supports the “Patriot’s Path” conceptual trail corridor that would connect to the park via the Wilson Road 
turnpike underpass, and then through Tredyffrin Township to connect the site of the Paoli Massacre to the site 
of the Battle of the Clouds.  The UMT plan has been revised to reflect this desired connection. 
 
Schuylkill River Corridor:  An informal discussion took place regarding Valley Forge NHP’s concept for a new 
pedestrian and bicycle bridge crossing of the Schuylkill River.  This crossing would be located near Varnum’s 
Quarters and would link the north and south side of the park. It was suggested that the underpass at 
Washington’s Headquarters might be a possible connection to Schuylkill Township.  Valley Forge NHP does 

VII. Appendix C – Study Results
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not see this as a viable proposal due to flooding and storm water controls and also stated that there are no plans 
to restore or reconstruct the towpath in this area.                
 
Public Review Period of Draft Report 
Date: July, 2005 and August, 2005  
 
The public review period of the July 2005 DRAFT Township-Wide Pedestrian and Bicycle Network Study 
was open from July 2005 until August 2005.  A printed version of the report was available for review from 
Upper Merion Township Parks and Recreation and electronic versions were made available upon request.   
 
Presentation for Bicycle/Pedestrian Study to the Upper Merion Township Board of Supervisors  
Date: July 7, 2005  
Attendees: UMT Board of Supervisors, UMT Citizens, David Broida (UMT), Robert Thomas (CTC), Benjamin 
Beckwith (CTC) 
 
This event was televised.  Minutes from the presentation read as follows:   
 

Presentation for Bicycle/Pedestrian Study by consultant firm of Campbell Thomas, Inc.[sic].  
Bob Thomas of the company made the presentation which studied the feasibility and potential 
for bicycle paths connecting throughout the township. The study found approximately 45 miles 
of trails that could be linked or easily built. The highest priority was some 20 miles along 
the river and other connections. The total 45 miles would cost some $26 million dollars. The 
next step will be to take feedback from the Board and the firm will then identify funding 
sources.  There were some questions regarding operational costs and the priorities of different 
type of pathways. Other residents approved of the concept of the plan and its future use. 
The costs were of concern to a number of residents.  The Board will act at a future date 
after the report has been finalized.   
 

Detailed comments follow below: 
 
Comments from the Board of Supervisors 
 
Barbara S. Frailey  
 
Comment:   Ms. Frailey noted the small public participation in the survey results and found it hard to make 

this type of commitment without public opinion.  
  
Response:  It should be clarified that Upper Merion Township only solicited a small statistical sample of 

resident and business surveys to be taken from the public.  The survey was not sent out to all 
12,000 homes.  It was selectively sent to the committee members - approximately 30 people 
(sample households) - who were participating in the study.  The study was not designed to 
have a mass involvement of people, instead, the study encouraged public participation at the 
study meetings and presentations.  The public attended the Park and Recreation Board 
Meetings, members of the public were on the Open Space Plan Committee, and other 
concerned citizens also participated in the study.  The statistical description of the survey 
results will be revised to reflect the statistical sample.   

 
For clarification, according to the American Research Group, Inc. a population size of 12,150 
households, such as in Upper Merion, would require the distribution of  5,364 samples to 
achieve a 1% theoretical margin of error (+/-, 95% of the time).  372 samples would achieve a 
5% margin of error; and 95 samples would achieve a 10% margin of error.  The number of 
households sampled in this study was 24, therefore there is a +/- 19.99% margin of error. It 
should be noted that the study’s consultants recommended that Township solicit surveys from 
approximately 10% of the households, or 1,200 households or businesses.   
 
Over the course of the study, public participation was encouraged at the following events: 
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• June 11, 2005 – Schuylkill River Hike in Upper Merion, Bridgeport, West 
Conshohocken & Lower Merion -- with Montgomery County Planning Commission, 
Upper Merion Township, Lower Merion Township, West Conshohocken, & O’Neil 
Properties 

 
• Sept 12, 2005 -- Schuylkill River Trail West Hike --  Open Space and 

Bicycle/Pedestrian Committees hiked along the Schuylkill River   
 

• March 15, 2005 – Garrison Way/Lantern Lane Path Reconnaissance Hike – with 
residents, consultants and Upper Merion representatives 

 
• Feb 17, 2005 – Making the Link – a hike from Lower Merion to Valley Forge.   

 
• Nov 18, 2004 – Upper Merion Township Board of Supervisors Meeting – 

Presentation of Ped/Bike Study Status and Draft Master Plan 
 

• Oct 11, 2004 – Park and Recreation Board Meeting – Presentation of Ped/Bike Study 
Draft Analysis and Master Plans 

 
• July 31, 2004 – Reconnaissance Bike Ride – to follow routes and find hidden 

connections that the public travels. 
 

• July 12, 2004 – Park and Recreation Board Meeting / Ped/Bike Study Design 
Workshop - presentation of the Draft Analysis Plan. 

 
• June 6, 2004 – Ped/Bike Study Public Ideas Workshop – gathering of ideas and routes 

from the public.   
 
Scott Sibley, Vice Chairman 
 
Comment:  Mr. Sibley requested clarification on priorities.  Mr. Sibley was under the impression that this 

study was to be a “menu of possible improvements”.  The draft presents the long term 
priorities, which is good, but asked about the rest of the network segments.  Mr. Sibley also 
inquired about why the Prioritized Network was divided into A, B, and C. 

  
Response:  The July 2005 Draft Report presented the construction, design and engineering costs associated 

with Priority Routes of the network only.  These routes will provide the “backbone” of the 
cross-township network, and are intended to be the focus of future implementation.  This 
Priority Network is divided into “A Routes” that are of a multi-use trail type (pedestrian and 
bicycle), “B Routes” that are of a sidewalk type (pedestrian only), and “C Routes” that are a 
bicycle route only type (bicycle only).   
 
The Final Report now includes the construction, design and engineering costs associated with 
the remaining Trail Network Segments, Pedestrian Network Segments, and Bicycle Network 
Segments.  This accounts for 103 additional segments that were not included in the draft study.  
These segments along with the identified Priority Routes make up the entirety of the study’s 
recommended routes or, in other words, the “menu of possible improvements”.   

 
 
Ralph P. Volpe, Chairman 
 
Comment:  Mr. Volpe’s major concern was centered on the operation and maintenance costs involved 

with the network and asked for some figures.  
  
Response:  The July 2005 Draft Report presented, in the “Recommendations Section” under the “Analysis 

of Expense and Revenue”, a generalized per mile figure for the operation and maintenance 
costs of the various routes.  At the time of the draft we recommended that UMT use an annual 
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figure of $3,250 per mile for multi-use trail maintenance; $1,500 per mile for sidewalks; and 
$1,500 per mile for bicycle routes.  Given those figures, when completed the 20.5 miles 
Prioritized Trail Network would have a yearly operational cost of $66,625; the 10.9 miles of 
Prioritized Sidewalks would cost $16,350 per year; and the 13.5 miles of Prioritized Bicycle 
Routes would cost $20,250 per year.  This means if all prioritized routes are implemented a 
walk-able and bike-able township could cost a total $103,225 per year in maintenance 
expenses.  
 
Since the publication of the Draft Report we have received some updated multi-use trail figures 
from Montgomery County Parks and Recreation, who are actively maintaining approximately 
40 miles of multi-use trail in the region.  We have updated the Analysis of Expense and 
Revenue Section of the Final Report to reflect this new maintenance cost information; a 
summary of the Township-Wide Network Maintenance Costs is copied below: 
 

When fully implemented the Township should at a minimum be prepared to 
budget $169,600 dollars per year for repair and maintenance costs for the 
43.4 miles of Priority Network.  When the entire recommended Township-wide 
network is constructed, the Township should at a minimum be prepared to 
budget $283,100 dollars per year for repair and maintenance cost for the 
entire 104.4 mile Bicycle and Pedestrian Network.   This opinion does not 
include snow removal or equipment costs.   

 
 
Comments from all of the citizens who spoke for the record; Citizens generally OPPOSED to the project: 
 
Mr. Rolland Obano 
 
Comment:  Mr. Obano noted the following: 

 
• He was under the impression that this study was complete and that any study over 

$10,000 dollars must be put out to bid, that the trailways investigation is never 
ending, and that when the bid for the study was submitted, that it was final, and now 
questions the increased cost of the study.  

• That seniors, in his opinion, do not use trails. That no one uses the 422 trailway. 
• For a few more miles in UMT, he questioned how much this would cost and wanted a 

full figure, stating that this investigation is “nickel and dime-ing off of the taxpayers of 
this Township”. 

• Although not opposed to good projects, Mr Obano stated that the township is 
spending money on Parks and Recreation that is not beneficial to the older citizens. 

TOWNSHIP-WIDE NETWORK MAINTENANCE COST 

TYPE OF 
FACILITY 

COST 
PER MILE 
PER YEAR 

PRIORITY 
NETWORK 
MILEAGE 

PRIORITY 
NETWORK 
COST PER 
MILE PER 

YEAR 

OTHER 
NETWORK 
SEGMENTS 

MILAGE 

OTHER 
NETWORK 
SEGMENTS 

COST PER MILE 
PER YEAR 

TOTAL YEARLY 
MAINTENANCE 

MULTI-USE 
TRAILS 

ROUTES 

$7,000 19 miles $133,000 4 miles $28,000 $161,000 

SIDEWALKS 
ROUTES 

$1,500 10.9 miles $16,350 24.5 miles $36,750 $53,100 

BICYCLE 
ROUTES 

$1,500 13.5 miles $20,250 32.5 miles $48,750 $69,000 

TOTAL -- 43.4 miles $169,600 61 miles $113,500 $283,100 
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• Mr Obano stated that if there is a rape, for instance, on the Perkiomen Trail, that the 
township would have to pay the insurance. 

• Mr. Orbano does not “buy this” for a few more miles of trail on this side of the 
township. 

 
Mr. Orbano seated and returned to the podium after the other citizens voiced their concerns to 
say the following: 
 

• That Montgomery County turned over portions of Perkiomenville to the Perkiomen 
Trail and that such a thing for UMT is outrageous.   

• A motorized wheelchair maybe able to the Perkiomen but there must be concern for 
the seniors of this township. 

• Mr. Orbano concluded by stating to the supervisors that “You are giving this money 
away like a bunch of drunken sailors at port.”   

Jackie Schmitt 
 
Comment:  Schmitt, explained that at a cost of $26mil without any operational costs is just too 

expensive.  All taxes are from the citizens pockets whether, state, federal or township. 
 

    
 
Comments from all of the citizens who spoke for the record;  Citizens generally IN FAVOR of the project: 
 
Mr. Orpinski 
 
Comment:  Mr. Orpinski, a Pedestrian/Bicycle Committee member, noted the following: 

 
• Mr. Orpinski, is supportive of any change that will improve the quality of life in Upper 

Merion.  The latest developments, in his opinion, are negative impacts that include 1) 
the loss of the swimming pool; and 2) the loss of Valley Forge Golf Course. 

• The ped/bike plan is a forward looking plan that will “truly help the citizens of this 
Township”.  Long term use not only for recreation but for the community and it will 
help offset highway infrastructure cost if you look at the larger picture. 

• Mr. Orpinski noted that the audience seems concerned with costs and usage and 
suggested that the township should look to the precedence of the Perkiomen Trail; that 
once it was built people came.  To attest, Pawlings Road trail head parking lot is full 
by 8:30am on Sunday.  He told a story about how not all people who use trails are 
young;  they are from all age groups / ethnicities / demographics and how one day he 
was lapped by 70 year old man. 

• Mr. Orpinski concluded by stating that if the network is built, it will not be a detriment 
to the township. 

Mr. Steve Harris 
 
Comment:  Mr. Harris, a Pedestrian/Bicycle Committee member, and resident of 4 years, noted the 

following: 
 

• This network will be a great and positive direction for the township.  It will add value 
to home and community.  The township should promote this aspect.  In one area near 
Washington DC, Mr. Harris pointed out, a path has made people want to locate there. 

• From a health and safety perspective, Mr. Harris has three young boys, all under 4 
years old, and is concerned about obesity.  Today, it is harder for them to ride bicycles 
and walk around their community.  There are sidewalks down the street but then it 
just ends.  He must take his kids in a car to get them safely to a park or to a store 
instead of letting them walk or cycle. 

• Mr. Harris concluded by stating that the implementation of this network is about safety 
and complemented the township for their efforts so far.    
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Mr. Al Donato 
 
Comment: Mr. Donato, a 78 year old resident who just moved from Florida, explained that he used to 

ride 5 miles per day, everyday.  His cardiologist said it was the “best thing that could happen 
to me”, and concluded by saying that he didn’t bring a bicycle from Florida but will get 
another one to ride. 

 
Ms. Shethra Rigg 
 
Comment: Ms. Rigg has been a resident since 1955 and has lead hikes along the Schuylkill River before 

it became a liability with the railroad.  She used the trails for many hikes and they are 
valuable to young ones and older people. 

 
 
 
 
 
 




